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Both sides affirmed that there is an urgent
need to achieve genuine progress in the Arab-
Israeli peace process in order to reach a lasting,
comprehensive and just peace in the Middle
East. Such a comprehensive peace should be
based upon UN Security Council Resolutions
242 and 338 and the land-for-peace principle
in addition to the fulfillment by both sides of
their obligations under the Oslo Accords. The
UAE side expressed its concern about the Israeli
Government’s policy toward the peace process
and the rights of the Palestinian people. The
two sides also agreed on the importance of
achieving progress on the Syrian and Lebanese
tracks.

Today, Crown Prince Khalifa and Vice Presi-
dent Gore announced the UAE’s acquisition of
80 F–16 Block 60 fighters from the United

States as a significant step towards strengthening
the UAE’s defense capabilities. In essence, the
deal will enable the UAE to achieve a credible
and effective defense through the establishment
of a conventional deterrent capability based on
quality. This acquisition will allow the two coun-
tries not only to add a significant stabilizing ele-
ment to the overall strategic balance in the re-
gion but also to further strengthen and fortify
the already close security relations between the
two countries.

President Clinton conveyed his sincere greet-
ings to the President of the UAE, His Highness
Shaikh Zayid bin Sultan Al Nahyan, wishing him
good health and long life.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Senate Action on Agricultural Research Legislation
May 12, 1998

I am very pleased that the Senate today
passed with an overwhelming majority the bipar-
tisan conference report on the agriculture re-
search bill. This vital legislation makes needed
reforms and provides funding in several areas
that are priorities for my administration. The
legislation provides important benefits to Amer-
ica’s farmers and to those who have come to
this country seeking a brighter future. I would

like to extend my warm gratitude to Senators
Lugar and Harkin for their vision and hard work
stewarding a bill that ably balances crop insur-
ance, agriculture research, rural development,
and Food Stamps for legal immigrants in need.

The last hurdle that remains for this bill is
for the House of Representatives to pass the
conference report. I urge the House to act
quickly on this legislation.

Remarks Following Discussions With Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany
and an Exchange With Reporters in Potsdam, Germany
May 13, 1998

Chancellor Kohl. Mr. President, dear Bill, it
is a great pleasure and a great honor for me
to welcome the President of the United States
to this historic place, and at this historic time,
and to welcome him on behalf of the German
people, on behalf of the German friends.

We talked about this earlier today, and I tried
to explain the importance of the day and the
fact that you have come here today, after what’s
happened in the second half of our century.
You, as the President of the United States of

America, you’ve come here to also see to the
reunited Germany. So it’s not just one of similar
events, not one of similar days, because when
the last American President came to Potsdam,
he came on the occasion of the Potsdam Con-
ference in 1945, and at that time, Germany—
and the chances of Germany belonging to the
free nations of our continent—looked very bad.
And this is last, but not least—the fact that
we’ve been able to overcome that part of our
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